
BOAC AIR MAIL FROM WEST AFRICA AUGUST 1940 – MAY 1942.

In August 1940 BOAC started flying between 
Poole and Lagos. Because of the demands 
made on the available space ordinary civilian Air 
Mail was not permitted in either direction. There 
were however a number of exceptions to this 
rule.

Official Mail was permitted. 

25th October 1940. OHMS from the Air Ministry , 
Freetown to the UK. Rate 1/-6d. Carried on the 
inaugural flight of the 10 day service by the 
Flying Boat Clyde (Flight WAN 1 ). Passed by 
Censor.
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Official mail from the Free French forces in Cameroun 
and French Equatorial Africa was also carried.

10th June 1941. From the Intendant Militaire in 
Yaounde to his opposite number in London. Rate (at 
least) 37 Francs, 25 Centimes. The cover is claiming 
Franchise Militaire so all of the postage is Air Mail 
Surcharge. Probably carried on either Flight WAN 24 
leaving Lagos on 17th June, flown by Guba arriving at 
Poole on 20th June or on Flight WAN 23 leaving Lagos 
on 18th June, flown by Cathay and arriving at Poole on 
21st June. Passed by Lagos Censor.

23rd October 1941. Copy extract from a 
telegram from the Governor of Sierra Leone to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
confirming that Official Free French msil was 
carried by air. 
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In this period some private mail appears to have  been sent by air even though this was not supposed to happen!  
9th October 1940. Freetown to St Albans and forwarded to Newquay. Carried on the first returning flight of the Clare 
leaving Freetown on 12th October and arriving at Poole on 14th October. 
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16th November 1940. Extract from a copy of a draft letter from the Post Office to the Air Ministry confirming that the Clare 
flight of 11th/12th October had unauthorised mail on board. 
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On occasions during this period 
BOAC did carry mail between the 
West African Colonies.

9th August 1941. Freetown to Accra. 
Rate 6d. Probably carried on Flight 
WAS 36, leaving Freetown on 16th 
August and arriving at Lagos on the 
same day. The cover would then have 
been flown from Lagos to Accra on 
the Trans-African service as the 
Flying Boats did not stop at Accra. 
Opened by Sierra Leone Censor (1).
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28th April 1941. Copy of the Notice in the Sierra Leone Gazette announcing the introduction of the inter-colonial Rate.
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May/June 1941. Copy exchange of telegrams between the Governor of the Gambia and the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies resulting in the Gambia being allowed to send Air Mail to the UK.
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12th August 1941. From Lady 
Southorn the Governor’s wife at 
Bathurst to the UK. Probably sent on 
Flight WAN 35 leaving Bathurst on 12th 
August, flown by Catalina and arriving 
at Poole on the 15th August. Rate 1/-
3d. Passed by Bathurst Censor.
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6th December 1940. From the Gold Coast to the UK. Apparently sent free. The letter may well have been carried by BOAC-
Flight WAN 6 flown by Clare left Lagos/Freetown on the 18th December arriving in Poole on 21st December. However it is
also possible that the letter was flown by the RAF.
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Air Mail Letter Cards were first issued to military personnel in West Africa in 
late September 1941.

8th October 1941. FPO 109 Gambia to the UK (Letter written 29th September).
Almost certainly the first despatch from Gambia. Possibly carried on 
Flight WAN 26, flown by Cathay, leaving  Bathurst on 17th October and arriving at 
Poole on the 20th October. However the cover may also have been carried bt the 
RAF.
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